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Our pick of the coolest places to stay around the world. This week: a
pocket-sized palace hideaway in old Seville

Close enough to Seville’s magnificent cathedral to smell the

THE MERCER HOTEL ¢yee: copal burned by the incense sellers in its shadow, the

SEVILLE. SPAIN Mercer couldn’t be situated more perfectly. Along a narrow

cobbled street ending with a quiet square, the hotel is a box-
fresh and minutely-renovated historic building. Just beyond its iron doors, an immense,
glass-ceilinged atrium is dotted with good books and gorgeous flower arrangements that
ape that genius floral sculptor Daniel Ost - high-reaching waterlilies, and roses that seem to

be opening before your eyes.

An original broad stone staircase has been so well restored you imagine it draped in flirting

gallants and their plumed ladies, and yet the heavy gunmetal-painted balustrades fee

unapologetically modern, like the heavenly-white bathrooms. A rooftop infinity pool

sprouting with masses of yellow flowers overlooks more ancient roofs, and will be

unquantifiably welcome when heat descends on the city in its barrier of fire (sometimes ove

50 degrees).
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But the jewel of the hotel is the small bar. Its steep wall of glimmering bottles seems to
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impersonate the city’s oldest and guintessentially Sevillian bars such as the cherished El
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The iron gates at The Mercer Hotel



Rinconcillo. As a sundowner
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